
                                                                                        

 
 
“Sustainable development conserves land, water, plant and animal resources, is environmentally non-degrading, technically appropriate, economically viable and socially acceptable.” 

         

        FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANISATION – United Nations 
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Summary of feedback meeting with CENTURY ON THE ROADS:  January this year Century advised us that they intend building the K56 since 

they had obtained their approval and naturally our first thought was to get the information. 
 
At a meeting with Century on 10

th
 Feb 2017, we confirmed answers to questions from concerned citizens as well as some basic 

information we might need to know. 
 
Summary of topics covered: (Ctrl Clicking on the topic will take you to the content) 
 
Time frames 
  Current Activities 
  Construction of the K56 
 
Who’s Paying? 
 
Process going forward 
  EIA – Environmental Impact Assessment 
  Record of Decision 
  Water use License 
  Design Engineers 
  Expropriations - way-leaves - spades 
 
Expropriation Process  
  Expropriation Act and 3 independent valuers 
  Value based on…. 
  Payment, appeals, etc points 3 - 8 
 
Security 
 
Design 
  Access points 
  Noise Cancelling 
  Note on Co-operation 
  Underpasses (and equestrian trails were discussed) 
  Trees 
  Single or Dual 
 
 
Time Frames: 
 

1. They are currently building the access into Chattan Road from Helderfontein.  Apparently local residents have asked that 
Mull Road, into which they also have approved access, be limited.  They are therefore ensuring that the major access will be 
into Chattan by building access between Mull and Chattan within Helderfontein.   
 

2. Construction for the K56 is ear-marked to commence April 2018 continuing to December 2019. 
 

3. The extent of the construction is the K56 from Erling interchange to Main Road interchange. 
 

4. Gautrans was met on site on 10
th

 Feb – Mr Andre Killian, who confirmed the above dates as well as funding availability. 
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Who’s Paying? 
 

1. The contract between Steyn City, Century and Gautrans is in place and is a pre-requisite to the zoning asked for by the two 
private developers.  Gautrans have confirmed funding. 

 
Process so far and going forward: 
 

1. The process for the K56 was initiated in 2003. 
 

2. Since then it has been undergoing an EIA process (Environmental Impact Assessment) to obtain permission from GDARD 
(Gauteng Department of Agricultural and Rural Development), with many disputes and appeals in the fray.   

 
Mid 2016 the EIA was granted by GDARD (same agency granted the sewer), but with an alternative alignment, which 
alignment went south of the original alignment over the Century land.  Century’s appeal to utilize the original alignment 
was upheld.  (Looking at the environmental reports this is not surprising since the doyen of wetlands seemed to think the 
original alignment was feasible.) 

 
3. They now require a “Record of Decision” – the ROD for short, will dictate the conditions they will be required to comply 

with as they build. 
 

4. No doubt one condition is that they will need a water use license which they are in the process of obtaining and this may 
take from 4 months to a year to finalise. 
 

5. Once they have the ROD, they will appoint design engineers.  At this stage it is a 99% given that this will be WSP, the 
original designers of the road.  Please see below for community input opportunities here under “Design”. 
 

6. Once design planning is complete, expropriations done and way-leaves obtained to work in the public domain, they will put 
a spade into the ground. 

 
Expropriation Process: 

 
1. This process is governed by the Expropriation Act of Gauteng and requires valuations from three independent property 

valuers.  Hence current values will dictate pricing here. 
 

2. The valuations will include the ground and legal improvements.  Any illegal improvements will attract a zero Rand 
value. 

 

3. The expropriator will pay 90% of the land value over, which the landowner either accepts or may appeal.   
 

4. Regardless, Gautrans is allowed on site the next day. 
 

5. The landowner then has three months to object.  Appeals fare well if they are well-founded with supporting evidence.  
If not they are ultimately rejected. 

 

6. The appeal will be heard by a board or may even end up in court if it gets to that.  Naturally costs are a consideration 
here.  Please note that all legal time frames must be adhered to hear to avoid the appellant being thrown out by 
default. 

 

7.  The advice was that it is not about only that one piece of land, but that Gautrans need to consider any precedents that 
will be set by undue concessions. 

 

8. Once agreed, final funds are paid over. 
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Security: 
 

1. Always being an issue, there are certain precautions that they take, apparently. 
 

2. Under no circumstances are staff-members allowed to sleep on site. 
 

3. They look at subcontractor management and it seems reasonable that if we open up lines of positive communication that 
we may be in a position to report concerns adequately. 

 
4. They have a process of screening staff and turn-styles are in place in certain areas with monitoring capabilities. 

 
5. We asked if cameras with black screen technology may be put in place temporarily along the route and much nodding 

occurred. 
 

6. It is, however, ultimately beholden on a property owner to secure their space. 
 
Design: 
 

1. Once the ROD has been issued a design phase is undertaken within the rules of Gautrans. 
 

2. Access points are limited by ingress and egress (entrance and exit) restrictions on this class of road, which distances are to 
be a minimum of 600m – 800m apart. 
They are prepared to look at left in and left out access requirements. 
Interesting to note that there is a drive to limit access to busy intersections close to schools since they do not wish school 
children to be within walking distance of these intersections, and hence, Gautrans won’t allow direct access. 
 

3. Noise cancelling initiatives have not been required by the EIA as decibels are considered to be within acceptable ranges.  
Trees have generally not been shown, according to Francois van Rensburg from WSP, to be significant noise barriers.  From 
our experience here on Main Road, a double story vastly reduces noise. 
 

Note on Co-operation: 
 
It is pertinent to say here before going further, the consistent message was that if the community co-operates, funds may be 
apportioned to certain design aspects.  It was confirmed by the sewer project management company that had the sewer process not 
been frustrated at a decided cost, funds could readily have been availed to our security initiative, for example. 

 
To illustrate further, Residents (other than Mull Road) also requested that, as opposed to high density units bordering onto 
Glenferness, they consider low density instead and this they are duly accommodating. 
Back to the design… 
 

4. Underpasses may be considered and this could be either for wildlife only, or sufficient for a person on a horse.  If the design 
is undertaken at an early stage underpasses would be cheaper.  Placement would be easier in natural hollows if these exist.  
Community participation would bode well here since discussions centered on whether we could incorporate equestrian or 
lifestyle trails on certain road routes and where these were possible and it looked rather attractive, actually.  With co-
operation it seems there may be a solution. Benefits of this can be discussed when the time comes – there are numerous 
on both sides. 
 

5. Trees would readily be available and could be incorporated, again, with reasonable cooperation. 
A beautiful street will mean better value naturally. 

 

6. “Undivided 4 lanes – 2 lanes per direction with a solid line down the middle.” 

 

Questions? Melany Cottrill  083 630 5881  melany@iafrica.com 
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