
                                                                                        

 
 
“Sustainable development conserves land, water, plant and animal resources, is environmentally non-degrading, technically appropriate, economically viable and socially acceptable.” 

         

        FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANISATION – United Nations 
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WHO WE ARE AND WHY WE ARE CONSTITUTED 

Coming together for the greater good 

A group of like-minded residents have formed an organisation to tackle the sophisticated and delicate balance between development, population 
and environmental requirements. 

“There is great need for an objective, expert-facilitated and constitutionally sound environment to affiliate with.” 

We are motivated by a keen sense of decorum, and are extremely fortunate to have attracted top-class business leaders and property owners in 
the area to spearhead this initiative, forming an initial committee of 8 members.  We now have access to vast expertise and experience. 

Information 

As residents, it can be difficult to sift through all the information and activities that affect us. 

This is especially true when it comes to dealing with the many City departments, considering relevant topics such as Rates, Roads and Town 
Planning issues.  Simply keeping abreast is time-consuming indeed. 

RSSD aims to become a trusted information partner. 

Representation 

The initiative of this organisation is to offer private property owners, as well as residents, representation at the City in accordance with express 
written wishes, giving complete regard to their constitutional rights. “If it’s not in writing from you, we won’t presume to speak on your behalf.”  

 This is expressed in our Constitution and is very important as in April 2016, public participation is invited into the City’s Integrated Development 
Plan (IDP) to feed into the Regional Spatial Development Framework (RSDF) that will essentially guide development for the next 5 – 15 years, giving 
credence to future population movements, traffic pressures, infrastructure provisioning and preferred city lay-outs, all with a limited budget at 
hand. 

We will be in a position to represent the property owner who does not have the time to attend the workshops, providing regular feedback and 
information to enable good decisions. 

Co-operation 

Numerous environmental organisations, professional experience, previous local residents, and some who have re-located overseas re-iterate that 
working with the City and the Private Sector achieves great things. 

Residents, the environment, neighbours, infrastructure and the economy are all winners.  It is possible and achievable with co-operation.  It also 
requires an understanding of the challenges that each party faces. 

There are many examples of these success stories, also many examples where countering inevitable, population–driven change mostly ends sadly.  

Environmental 

We are affiliated to WESSA – the Wildlife and Environmental Society of South Africa and we are also fortunate to have a BSc in Biology, Botany and 
Zoology on our committee. 

WESSA believe in co-operation and have met with much success on this basis.  They have numerous educational programmes and we hope to 
further these goals. 

The latest Climate Change forum has required that funds are mobilised to create more efficient and effective methods.   

Change ushers in these opportunities.  We are excited at the prospect that we can stand together and leverage off our beneficial relationships for 
the benefit of the community and the locale in which we live and move. 

RSSD can be contacted at rssdSA@iafrica.com or search for us on Facebook at RSSD – Residents Supporting Sustainable Development. 
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