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WESSA (the Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa)  

A Section 21 company, WESSA is a South African environmental organisation which aims to initiate and support high 

impact environmental and conservation projects to promote public participation in caring for the Earth.   

For almost 90 years WESSA has proactively engaged with the challenges and opportunities presented by South 

Africa’s unique natural heritage and the social and economic systems that depend on it. 

The environmental crisis that we face is directly the result of how humans live on this planet: this human centred 

crisis requires a human centred response.  WESSA believes that working towards meaningful and sustainable 

capacity building solutions together is the most effective and inclusive way of bringing about the social change 

required to enable individuals, communities and government to make more sustainable lifestyle and environmental 

management choices.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-Executive Directors: Dr. Richard Lewis  Dr. Howard Hendriks 
    Prof.. Michael Kidd  Mr. Andre Steyn 
    Dr. Jenny Gon   Dr. Paul Bartels 
    Mr. Jacques de Bie  Mr. Leonard Eiser 
    Mr. Kevin Duncan  Ms. Loshni Naidoo 
    Ms. Mandisa Nyathikazi 
 

Programs: Schools Programme 

Youth/Enterprise Programme 

  Water Programme  

  Environmental Skills Development 

  Biodiversity Programme 

  SADC / Government Programme 

  Environmental Governance 

  Environmental Education Centres 

  WESSA Blue Flag 

  WESSA Ecosystem Service 
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Programs: 

Schools Programme http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/schools-programme.htm 

The WESSA Schools Programme operates nationally with regional project managers and co-ordinators, supporting 

environmental teaching and learning through lesson plans and action projects.  The programme encourages learners 

to become the next generation of custodians of our Earth and environmental leaders. 

Projects: Eco-Schools – an International Programme 

  ESKOM WESSA Energy and Sustainability (E & S) Programme 

Fundisa for Change Development Network 

 

Youth/Enterprise Programme http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/youth-enterprise-programme.htm 

The WESSA Youth Programme aims to create opportunities for youth in the environmental sector.  The programme 

trains and mentors young people, giving them the skills and support needed to establish an environmental career 

path. The programme also aims to foster an understanding of the role of young people in contributing towards 

sustainable social change in South Africa, promoting sound environmental governance and working towards lasting 

environmental outcomes. 

Projects: DEA Youth Environmental Services Programme 

  Goren Sebenza Jobs Fund Partnership 

 

Water Programme http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/water-programme.htm 

“Amongst the many things I learnt, as a president of our country, was the centrality of water in the social, 

political and economic affairs of the country, continent and indeed the world. I am, therefore, a totally 

committed water person” – Nelson Mandela 

The vision of the WESSA Water Programme is to work together in using South Africa’s water resources 

wisely thus securing safe, adequate and fair water supply to realise our current and future aspirations 

towards a common good and healthy life support systems. 

Projects: Healhy Rivers – Healthy People: Citizen Science for sustainable water management 

  Umgeni Ecology Infrastructure Project 

  Verlorendvlei Projected Area Project, West Coast 

  Baakens Valley RiverWise Project 

  

http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/schools-programme.htm
http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/youth-enterprise-programme.htm
http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/water-programme.htm
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Environmental Skills Development  http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/environmental-training.htm 

WESSA provides training, education and skills development programmes to private individuals, corporates and all 

spheres of government, with an extensive range of courses designed to address the critical scarcity of the skills that 

are required to drive a green economy. 

Themes include Environmental Educator Training, Waste, Biodiversity, Environmental Legislation, Water, Energy 

Other Courses such as Invasive Plant topics and best practises 

Biodiversity Programme http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/biodiversity-programme.htm 

The WESSA Biodiversity Programme is a national project based approach for the conservation of our ecosystems, for 

the preservation of key species and for building capacity for sustainable livelihoods. The Programme recognises and 

responds to threats to ecosystem services, identifies and develops socio-ecological resilience and collaborates with 

the public and private sector for improved awareness and actions for the well-being of our environment. 

Projects: WESSA Biosphere Initiative 

  WESSA Elephant Initiative 

  Elephants Alive 

  Ntsubane Forest Complex management & Sustainable Livelihoods project, Wild Coast 

  WESSA Rhino Initiative 

  The Jobs for Carbon Project, Klein Karoo 

Working for Ecosystems Programme, KwaZulu Natal 

 

SADC / Government Programme http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/sadc-government-programme.htm 

The Southern African Development Community – Regional Environmental Education Programme (SADC REEP) is a 

Centre of Excellence of SADC whose mission is to facilitate human capacity development for environment, 

sustainability, human and ecosystem resilience.     

Projects: Climate Change Adaptation in SADC Trans-Frontier Conservation Areas Project 

  ESD Mainstreaming in Teacher Education 

 

Environmental Governance http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/environmental-governance.htm 

WESSA’s Environmental Governance Programme aims to promote effective environmental governance through 

participating in the development of legislation, and supporting compliance with environmental legislation by 

credibly, publically and actively responding to development proposals, threats or incidents that pose a significant risk 

to the environment.   

Issues include Climate Change, Fracking, Marine and Coasts, Mining, Nuclear, Tourism (sensitive areas), Water, Wind, 

Rhino Poaching.  

http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/environmental-training.htm
http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/biodiversity-programme.htm
http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/sadc-government-programme.htm
http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/environmental-governance.htm
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Environmental Education Centres http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/environmental-education-

centres.htm 

WESSA operates three environmental education centres in KwaZulu-Natal providing unique and diverse educational 

experiences in an outdoor classroom environment.  Environmental awareness, leadership and human capacity 

development, and outdoor adventure programmes are implemented by professional and experienced staff.  

WESSA Umgeni Valley Centre, KwaZulu Natal 

WESSA Twinstreams Centre, KwaZulu Natal 

WESSA Treasure Beach Centre, KwaZulu Natal 

 

WESSA Blue Flag http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/blue-flag.htm 

Blue Flag is an international annual award given to beaches that meet a standard of excellence in the areas of safety, 

amenities, cleanliness, environmental information and environmental management. In South Africa, the Blue Flag 

programme is managed by WESSA and participating local authorities under the Department of Environmental 

Affairs’ Coastcare initiative. 

WESSA Ecosystem Service http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/wessa-ecosystem-services-2.htm 

WESSA Ecosystem Services operate in the critical area of life-supporting ecosystems.  A key component of this work 

is integrated ecosystem rehabilitation which aims to secure – and where possible to restore – valuable ecosystem 

services 

cosystem services are best provided by healthy ecosystems and include: 

 Provisioning services – food, fuel and water 

 Regulating services - climate, floods, disease, wastes, and water quality 

 Cultural services - recreation, aesthetic enjoyment and tourism 

 Supporting services - soil formation, photosynthesis, and nutrient cycling 

http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/environmental-education-centres.htm
http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/environmental-education-centres.htm
http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/blue-flag.htm
http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/wessa-ecosystem-services-2.htm

